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President’s Message 
By Amy M. Ashworth 
 
Many thanks this month to Bob Cooper and Alissa Hudson who put together a fantastic 
family picnic at the Sudley Club.  The rain clouds that were threatening a horrendous 
downpour as the event began suddenly moved away from the Club and when the skies 
cleared, the pool opened up and everyone had a great time.  We are especially glad that 
Judges O’Brien, Travers, Smith, and Bailey could join us for the event.   
 
In case you forgot, this is your first ‘electronic only’ copy of the newsletter.  You will not 
be receiving a hard copy in the mail this month unless you specifically asked Alissa to put 
you on the list to receive it.  If you find that you miss your paper version of the newsletter, 
you can still let Alissa know that you want to receive the hard copy and she’ll be happy to 
add your name to the mailing list for next month.   
 
The bar luncheon for September will be held Friday, September 10th at Mackey’s 
Restaurant in Manassas, Virginia.  Many of you are probably heading out of town early on 
Friday for the Labor Day Weekend so we have postponed the luncheon one week.  The 
September luncheon program will feature a presentation by D&A Behavioral Solutions, 
which provides classes on anger management, domestic violence prevention, life skills 
training and more, for the benefit of inmates at the PW-Manassas Regional Adult 
Detention Center.  Both Tony Kostelecky and Sandy Sylvester recommended this program 
for our Association after seeing it at a Jail Board meeting, because it gives you the scoop 
on what those classes entail for inmates at the Adult Detention Center.  If you’ve ever 
handed up those certificates at a sentencing hearing or asked the Judge or a prosecutor to 
give your client consideration for attending and completing one of those classes at the jail, 
come find out what it’s all about.  And the best news?  The luncheon is free.  Thanks to 
Duvall Wheeler, LLP, a local CPA and Consulting Firm headed by Bill Duvall is our 
sponsor for this month’s luncheon.  Please RSVP in advance with Alissa so we will know 
how many people are attending.  Alissa may be emailed at pwcba1@verizon.net or called 
at 703-393-8865. 
 
In other news, the Judicial Evaluation Committee is in full swing now that we have 
reinstated the Committee and its work to our By-laws (and a huge thank you to those who 
came to the courthouse to vote when we were running low!).  The Prince William County 
Bar Foundation Gala featuring Justice LeRoy F. Millette, Jr. as the keynote speaker is 
scheduled for Thursday, October 14th at the new Hylton Performing Arts Center located 
at the Prince William Campus of George Mason University.  Tickets are on sale now.  
Please consider attending to celebrate all of the contributors to the Foundation, all of the 
people involved with running the Foundation, and the ten years of good work that our 
Foundation has accomplished on our behalf.  Tickets are $75.00 and may be purchased 
through Amy McCullough at 703-494-7171 or amccullough@szelaw.com. 
 
                                                                                                                 Continued, page 3 
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General District Court Update 
By The Honorable Charles F. Sievers, Chief Judge 
 
During the monthly meeting with the supervising clerks, it was discussed that on several 
occasions an attorney who has negotiated a traffic school disposition without the client 
being there, has neglected to pick up the traffic school disposition form, which details 
what the client must do to have the case dismissed or otherwise disposed of.  This may 
result in nonperformance of the requirements and a conviction for the client.   
 

OCRA Coming to Circuit Court September 28 
By Clerk of Circuit Court Michèle McQuigg 

 
Officer of the Court Remote Access (OCRA) will be available to all members of the 
Virginia State Bar beginning (tentatively) September 28.  Subscribers will have inquiry 
only access to currently scanned Prince William Circuit Court case documents in the 
Case Imaging System, except for juvenile, adoption, and sealed cases as well as those 
parts of a file that are marked confidential, restricted, sealed, private addendum or 
victim/witness. 
 
By September 10, the subscriber agreement should be available at 
www.pwcgov.org/ccourt.  Click on Access to Online Records/Attorney Remote Access.  
Once completed and returned to the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office, a username and 
password will be issued.  
 
Per Virginia Code attorneys can access only their own cases.  By agreement, support 
staff will not be able to use the password or access the database. 
 
The service will be free at least for a while until the Supreme Court of Virginia requires 
the Clerk’s Office to pay another fee for the service.  Hopefully, legislation will be 
introduced next year to enable support staff directly supervised by a member of the 
Virginia State Bar to use the system. 
 
If you have any questions, please ask the Clerk Michèle McQuigg, Chief Deputy Bob 
FitzSimmonds, Court Supervisor Michelle Jones, Civil Supervisor Tamara Woods or 
Courtroom Support/Criminal Supervisor Kay Floyd or e-mail courts@pwcgov.org. 
 

Obtaining a Probate Appointment 
By Clerk of Circuit Court Michèle McQuigg 
 
In an effort to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the Clerk’s Office, a new 
method for obtaining a probate appointment has been instituted.  To obtain an 
appointment a Probate Pre-Appointment Worksheet needs to be completed, returned to 
the Clerk’s Office and then a Probate Clerk (Linda Chapman, Allen Jones and trainee 
Debbie Armstrong) will call to set up the appointment.  The worksheet is available at 
www.pwcgov.org/probate.  
 

Welcome New Circuit Court Law Clerks 
 
The new Circuit Court Law Clerks will be attending the September 10 luncheon at 
Mackey’s, so make plans now to attend so you can meet them! 
 
Katie Cordova  Clerk for Judge Farris 
Martin Schubert  Clerk for Judge Hamblen 
Kevin Weigand  Clerk for Judge Potter 
Abby Murchison  Clerk for Judge O’Brien 
Katie Donoghue  Clerk for Judge Johnston 
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Prince William County Bar 
Association, Inc. 
 

Office Hours 
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM, Mon.—Fri. 
The PWCBA Office is located on 
third floor of the Prince William 
County Judicial Center, next to the 
elevators. 
 
Guidelines for Submissions to  
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 
Submissions should be directed to the 
attention of Alissa N. Hudson, 
Executive Director, PWCBA 
preferably via email to 
pwcba1@verizon.net , or fax to 
 (703) 331-5683, or mail to  
Prince William County Bar 
Association, Inc.,  
P.O. Box 31, 
Manassas, VA  20108.   
All submissions must be paid in 
advance, and are due by 5:00 PM on 
the 10th of the month preceding 
publication and must include a contact 
name and phone number.   
 

For inquiries regarding classified or 
display advertising, contact the 
PWCBA office at (703) 393-8865, to 
request a copy of the most recent rate 
card, or visit the bar on line at 
www.pwcba.org  under "About the 
Bar", "Advertising and Sponsorships". 
 

 
Prince William VWAA 

Announcement 
 
WELCOME RECEPTION FOR THE 

LAW CLERKS OF 
 PWC CIRCUIT COURT 

 
Sponsored by the 

 Prince William Chapter of the 
Virginia Women Attorneys 

Association on  
Tuesday, September 28, 2010,  

5:00 to 7:00 pm at the law office of 
Farrell & Croft, P.C.,  

9324 Main Street, 
 Manassas, VA  20110. 

 
Please RSVP to 

mross@farrellandcroft.com 
 or call 703-335-9390 by 

 September 23, 2010. 
 

Highlights from July 29, 2010 BOD Meeting 
 
May BOD minutes and July Budget Report approved 
Discussed status of contacting delinquent members concerning payment of dues.   
Discussed concerns associated with moving away from printed newsletter.   
Concerning Alissa’s review, a sample executive director review questionnaire 
developed by the Eire County Bar Association was discussed and approved for use 
locally.   
Discussed logistics concerning upcoming Bar vote on proposed amendments to 
bylaws. 
Approved purchase of 2 tabletop displays for Bar use at upcoming Foundation Gala 
and other Bar events 
Update on remote access to Circuit Court Case Imaging System 
PWC School administrators approved book on U.S. Constitution for National 
Young Reader’s Day. 
Approved new member applications for Robert Hurley and Raymond Pring 
Approved Court Tours project for another year 
Alissa to evaluate new Rule of Law Project for area middle school students 
PWC Bar declined to co-sponsor Legislative Reception with Fairfax and other 
legal/medical groups 
Alissa to invite D&A Behavioral Solutions to speak at September luncheon which 
is moved to September 10 so as not to conflict with Labor Day weekend. 
Amy to invite VSB President Irving Blank to speak at December luncheon 
Approved exploration, in conjunction with other staffed northern Virginia local bar 
associations, of producing legal directory to replace the New Town Publications Blue 
Book as the company has declared bankruptcy 
Approved participating in another multi-jurisdictional CLE with Fairfax, Arlington, 
Alexandria Bar Associations 
Approved inviting Fairfax, Alexandria, and Arlington Bar Association to join the 
PWC Bar as co-sponsors of the next Hanging Out a Shingle Program 
Approved development of a First Day in Practice program.  Look to Fairfax as a 
guide. 
Approved the So You’re 18 program for another school year. 
 

Bar Benefits and Programs 
 
The 2010 PWC Bar Membership Directory is available in electronic format to all 
members in good standing of the PWC Bar and select court services personnel.  To 
request your copy, send an email to Alissa Hudson at pwcba1@verizon.net. 
 
Fall community relations programming is well underway.  Look for opportunities to 
volunteer to visit high schools to give So You’re 18 presentations, to read essays for 
the CHARACTER COUNTS! Middle School Essay Contest or to visit elementary 
schools to read to 4th graders for National Young Readers Day.  Specific dates will be 
available soon. 
 
President’s Message, Continued 
 
Rusty von Keller is still looking for books for troubled teens.  You may have noticed 
the bookshelves in the J&DR waiting area with the sign indicating that the books are 
free for the taking.  Books are also being given out at the Molinari Emergency Shelter 
Home and the Juvenile Detention Center.  Books of all reading levels are welcome for 
this program as not everyone that is in those facilities is on grade level in reading so 
please consider donating those younger children’s books in your library as well.  See 
you at lunch on the 10th!   
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

August 22, 1010  
Fun in the Sun Picnic, Pictures!   

September 2010, page 4 



September 2010, page 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PWC Bar Foundation Gala 
By Amy E. McCullough 
 
It's already been 10 years!  That's right; Ten years ago, several lawyers and 
leaders in the community organized the Prince William County Bar Foundation  
in order to fund law-related education and service projects in Prince William 
County, as well as in the Cities of Manassas and Manassas Park.  Since 2000, the 
Bar Foundation has funded numerous scholarships and grants to at-risk youth 
through the Beat the Odds program, as well as working with Adoption Day, So 
You're 18, the Make a Change Gang Tattoo Removal program, and several other 
initiatives that have helped to improve the lives of people in our community.  On 
Thursday, October 14, 2010, we will have a chance to celebrate these 
accomplishments with a gala to be held at the Hylton Performing Arts Center.  
Justice LeRoy F. Millette, Jr. will be speaking at the gala, and we will have 
information there about all of the programs that your generous donations to the 
Bar Foundation help to support. I hope that everyone will be able to attend! 
  
Tickets are on sale now, and they are $75.00 each(includes 2 drinks).  They can 
be purchased from Catherine S. Croft at Farrell & Croft, PC in Manassas(703-
335-9390), or from Amy E. McCullough, at Szabo, Zelnick & Erickson, PC in 
Woodbridge(703-494-7171).  In addition, sponsorship opportunities are 
available.  Details on sponsorship can be found on our flyer, which is enclosed 
with the newsletter, and those interested in sponsorship should contact Amy E. 
McCullough at 703-494-7171. 
 

SPECIAL ISSUE--LEGISLATIVE 
SUMMARIES 
 
We are pleased to once again have a resource available to us, from which we can 
generate legislative updates.  The updates provided here do not represent all new 
legislation enacted during the 2010 Session of the Virginia General Assembly, 
nor are the summaries comprehensive as to the content of the new bills passed.  
This information is provided by John Notarianni and Brad Marshall as a service 
to the membership, to alert you to changes in the law that may impact your 
practice.  Look for additional updates next month. 
 

For a complete listing of new legislation, you may visit "The Division of 
Legislative Services" website at http://dls.state.va.us/  Go to <publications>, then 
<Digest of the Acts of Assembly>, then <2010>, then <Table of Contents by 
Title> and search for new legislation that may impact your practice 
 

Criminal Law Legislative Updates 
 

Code Section 18.2-32.3: 
Human infant; independent and separate existence. Provides that for the 
purposes of homicide, the fact that the umbilical cord has not been cut or that the 
placenta remains attached shall not be considered in determining whether a 
human infant has achieved an independent and separate existence. Te bill has an 
emergency clause. This bill is identical to SB 602. 
 

Code Section 18.2-46.3:3: 
Gang-free zones; penalties. Expands current “gang-free school zones” to the 
broader “gang-free zones” and includes any publicly owned or operated 
community center or recreational center. Engaging in criminal street gang 
activity in a gang-free zone is a Class 5 or 6 felony and may include a two-year 
mandatory minimum sentence, depending upon other aggravators.   
                                                                                                   Continued, page 6 
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Going Green! 
 
Don’t forget to notify the PWC Bar Office if you 
want to continue receiving a hard copy of the 
monthly newsletter, Hear Ye! Year Ye!  We have 
been providing the newsletter in hard copy and 
electronic format for all members for several 
years now, and are making the switch to full 
electronic format this fall.   
 

We will continue to print and mail hard copy newsletters to those who 
request them, but you have to let us know.  The September 2010 issue  
will be the first run where you must request a hard copy.  Call Alissa 
Hudson at (703) 393-8865 or email her at pwcba1@verizon.net if you 
want to be placed on the hard copy mailing list.  FYI:  All back issues of 
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! can be found on the PWC Bar Association’s website 
at www.pwcba.org, in the members section. 

Criminal Law Legislative Updates, 
Continued 
 
Code Section 16.1-241 and Section 
18.2-370.5: 
Sex offenses prohibiting entry onto 
school property. Provides that  a sex 
offender who has received a court 
order allowing entry on school or child 
day center property must also obtain 
permission of the school board or of 
the owner of the private school or 
child day center for entry with all or 
part of the scope of the lifted ban and 
must do so in compliance with the 
terms and conditions of both the 
school or center and the court order. 
The bill also provides that the petition 
must be filed in circuit court; current 
law allows an adult who is prohibited 
from entering upon school or child day 
center property because he was 
convicted of a sexually violent offense 
to petition either the juvenile and 
domestic relation district or circuit 
court of the locality for permission to 
enter the property. 
 
Code Section 18.2-308: 
Possession of concealed weapons in 
vehicles. Creates a new exemption to 
the general prohibition against 
carrying concealed weapons by 
allowing a person who may lawfully 
possess a firearm to carry a handgun in 
a private motor vehicle or vessel if the 
handgun is secured in a container or 
compartment. 
 
Code Section 18.2-271: 
Consecutive license suspensions for 
DUI. Provides that any suspension of 
driving while intoxicated shall run 
consecutively with any other court-
ordered period of suspension for 
driving while intoxicated or for 
underage driving with a blood alcohol 
concentration of 0.02 percent or more. 
Currently, suspension ordered for 
failure to submit to a blood or breath 
test run consecutively with the DUI 
suspension. 
                                 Continued, page 7 
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Criminal Law Legislative Updates, Continued 
 
Code Section 18.2-59: 
Extortion; definition of injury to property. Provides that for 
the purposes of the extortion statue “injury to property” 
includes the sale, distribution or release of personal identifying 
information listed in the identity theft statue, unless it is done 
with the intent to obtain money, property, or a pecuniary 
benefit to which a person reasonably believes he is lawfully 
entitled. 
 

Code Section 18.2-427: 
Use of profane, threatening, r indecent language over 
public airways or by computer or text. Provides that any 
person who uses obscene, vulgar, profane, lewd, lascivious, or 
indecent language, or makes any suggestion or proposal of an 
obscene nature, or threatens any illegal or immoral act with the 
intent to coerce, intimidate, or harass any person when any 
electronically transmitted message is received or transmitted by 
telephone is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. Current law 
punishes such behavior when simply using a telephone or 
citizens band radio. 
 

  

Code Section 18.2-31: 
Capital murder; fire marshals, deputy and assistant fire 
marshals; penalty. Adds fire marshals and deputy and 
assistant fire marshals with law-enforcement powers to the 
capital murder statute so that the death sentence can be 
imposed for their murder when such killing is for the purpose 
of interfering with the performance of their official duties. 
 
Code Section 46.2-398.1: 
Restricted driving privilege for out-of-state drivers. 
Provides that when the driver of any motor vehicle not 
licensed to drive in Virginia, but who has a valid driver’s 
license from another jurisdiction, is convicted in Virginia of a 
violation for which license suspension and issuance of a 
restricted license is authorized, the court may issue a restricted 
driving privilege in Virginia upon the same condition as if the 
person held a valid Virginia license. 
 
Code Section 46.2-857: 
Vehicles driving abreast. Provided that the prohibition on 
vehicles driving abreast does not apply to vehicles lawfully 
overtaking and passing vehicles traveling in the same 
direction in a separate lane. 
 
                                                                      Continued, page 8 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Criminal Law Legislative Updates, continued 
 
Code Section 46.2-301.1: 
Administrative impoundment of motor vehicles. Provides 
for a three-day administrative impoundment of a motor 
vehicle when driving without an operator’s license if the  
person has previously been convicted of driving without a 
license. A person who knowingly authorizes the operation of a 
motor vehicle by a person who he knows has no operator’s 
license and who he knows has been previously convicted of 
driving without a license is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
The provisions of the bill do not apply to a person whose 
license has been expired for less than one year prior to the 
offense or a person under 18 years of age at the time of the 
offense. 
 
Code Section 46.2-1216: 
Parking violations. Adds Prince William County to existing 
provisions that grant certain localities authority to provide by 
ordinance that whenever any motor vehicle against which 
there are three or more outstanding unpaid or otherwise 
unsettled parking violation notices found parked upon private 
property, the vehicle may be removed or immobilized. The 
county previously had the authority granted under this 
provision but was inadvertently omitted from the rewrite of 
this section in 2007 by a bill that sought to replace locality 
descriptions with locality names. This bill incorporates HB298 
and HB 492. 
 
Code Section 46.2-921.1: 
“Move over” law. Requires drivers to move to the left on a 
four lane highway when approaching vehicles displaying 
flashing blue, red, or amber lights. The offense is punished as 
a traffic infraction, formerly a Class 1 misdemeanor. A second 
or subsequent violation, when such violation involved a 
vehicle with flashing, blinking, or alternative blue or red 
lights, is punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor. These 
provisions shall not apply in highway work zones. This bill 
incorporates HB 403. 
 
Code Section 46.2-2059.1: 
Roof signs and marking for taxicabs. Every motor vehicle 
operating in the Commonwealth as a taxicab or performing a 
taxicab service shall bear a roof sign and markings, 
permanently affixed to its exterior, in letters at least three 
inches in height identifying the vehicle as a taxicab. 
 
Code Section 46.2-817: 
Eluding police; penalty. Provides that a person who attempts 
to escape or elude a law-enforcement officer who has given a 
signal to bring the motor vehicle to a stop is guilty of a Class 2 
misdemeanor whether the attempt to escape or elude is on 
foot, in the motor vehicle or by any other means. 

Code Section 16.1-278.9: 
Punishment of a juvenile for possession, etc., of alcohol. 
Provides that a juvenile charged with possession, 
consumption, etc., of alcohol or public intoxication may be 
found delinquent of such a charge and punished, or have his 
case deferred and upon completion of the terms and conditions 
of his probation, have his case dismissed by the juvenile and 
domestic relations district court. Current law provides that the 
case shall be deferred and shall be dismissed upon completion 
of the terms and conditions. 
 
Code Section 16.1-278.9: 
Delinquent children; loss of driving privileges. Eliminates 
the authority of the court to give a restricted driver’s permit, 
for travel to and from home to school when school-provided 
transportation is available, to a child who has lost his driving 
privilege for certain offenses, including alcohol, firearm, and 
truancy offenses. 
 
Code Section 16.1-278.9: 
Punishment for delinquent acts. Provides that for a second 
or subsequent offense of underage possession of alcohol, 
public intoxication, or possession of a handgun or 
streetsweeper shotgun, the charges against a juvenile shall not 
be dismissed upon completion of terms and conditions, but 
must be disposed of according to 16.1-278.8, which allows 
multiple dispositional option. 
 
Code Section 18.2-266.1 (REMINDER): 
Persons under age 21 driving after illegally consuming 
alcohol.  The provision for forfeiture of a convicted person’s 
license to operate a motor vehicle was reduced from one year 
from the date of conviction to six months from the date of 
conviction.  All other provisions remain the same.  This 
amendment was made in the 2009 Legislative Session, but 
took effect July 1, 2010.     
 
For a summary of legislative changes regarding alcohol, 
drugs, DMV, and other driving laws, please refer to 
Kimball Peele’s contribution to the July 2010 edition of 
Hear Ye! Hear Ye!, pages 10-11, and 14, also available 
online in the Members Section at www.pwcba.org. 
 

LSNV Announcement 
 
SAVE THE DATE !! 
“The Gala Celebration of 30 Years of Legal Services of 
Northern Virginia (LSNV)”  Help support LSNV’s efforts to 
represent low income clients by enjoying our Gala Celebration 
featuring fine food, fun casino games and raffles for prizes.  
Saturday, October 23, 2010, 7:00 pm-11:00 pm.  Tower Club-
Vienna, VA.  For more information please contact Raquel 
Colon at 703-778-6803. 
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Upcoming Dates: 
 
September 10, 12:30 pm, 
Mackey’s American Pub, monthly 
luncheon meeting.  Program:  
Presentation by D&A Behavioral 
Solutions, Inc. 
 
September 24, 4:00 pm, PWC Bar 
BOD Meeting at Rusty von 
Keller’s Office. 
 
September 30, 2:30 to 5:00 pm, 
PWC Circuit Courtroom #4, Elder 
Law CLE, see enclosed flyer for 
details. (2.5 MCLE Pending 
including 1.0 ETHICS) 
 
October 1, 12:15 pm, Mackey’s 
American Pub, monthly luncheon 
meeting.  Program:  CLE, The 
Good, the Bad & the Ugly of Social 
Networking, see enclosed flyer for 
details.  (1.0 ETHICS approved) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assistance for lawyers with substance abuse 

problems. Confidentiality assured.

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 
P.O. Box 31 
Manassas, VA  20108 

A Publication of the Prince William County Bar Association, Inc. 

September 10,  2010—Monthly Membership Luncheon Meeting 
Mackey’s American Pub 12:30 pm 

 

Program:  Presentation by D&A Behavioral Solutions 
about classes they offer for inmates of the PW-Manassas ADC 

 
Thank you to our lunch sponsor, Duvall Wheeler, LLP 

 
Lunch is FREE for members and costs $20.00 per guest. 

Please RSVP by September 8, 2010, Close of Business via email: 
pwcba1@verizon.net or call (703) 393-8865 



 



 



 



 


