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President’s Message
By Gail R. Prentiss

Happily, Spring has finally sprung and the city is in bloom! The month between the April
showers and May flowers was an eventful one for the PWBCA.   First, we were most fortunate
to host our legislative delegation at the April luncheon meeting. The response by the legislators
was overwhelming, with three senators and four delegates accepting our invitation despite the
marathon legislative sessions many of them had just concluded. Senators Colgan, Puller and
O’Brien, together with Delegates Parrish, Marshall, McQuigg and Lingamfelter addressed a
capacity crowd on many of the controversial issues facing the General Assembly ranging from
budget cuts and estate taxes to term limits and judicial selection.  The delegation also provided
interesting insight into behind-the-scenes debates, thought patterns, and why individual
legislators voted as they did. We are most grateful to the delegation for their kind participation
in this timely and educational event.

In keeping with our goal of providing  more information, benefits and services to our
members, the May lunch meeting will combine CLE credit with technology topics relevant to
every practitioner.   We are particularly pleased to present John W. Simek, Vice-President of
Sensei Enterprises, Inc., to conduct a program on law office technology and computer
forensics.  Topics will include an overview of software available for office, case, conflict and
account management, as well as litigation practice information concerning the discovery and
use of electronic evidence. This program is sure to have something for everyone.

On another subject relating to lunch meetings, we announced at the April meeting that member
price for the luncheons will increase to $7.00 as of the May meeting.  While we did not receive
many comments in response to the announcement, the comments I did receive suggest that
some members have questions and/or differing understandings about what we are paying for
and why. Accordingly, I am using this column to explain in order to reach all of you who may
have similar questions.

Prior to the increase, we were paying $10.00 per person based on the number actually
attending. Of that amount the bar paid $5.00 and the member paid $5.00.  The Bar was also
paying a flat room/service fee, primarily to compensate the wait staff.  After experiencing this
arrangement for a few months, the new management of Jake's advised the Bar that they were
losing money and could not continue. One large problem was that actual attendance was often
less than the RSVP number, so that they were preparing for a larger crowd and not being
compensated for it. Also, Jake's was providing a higher quality menu. Finally, no provision
had been made for sales tax.  The Executive Committee considered the issues presented by
Jake's and found them to be legitimate business concerns. Accordingly, I personally met with
the new owner of Jake's for the purpose of working out a mutually beneficial arrangement.
Under the new arrangement, the price of lunch per person will increase from $10.00 to $12.00
plus tax (approx. $1.00) based on confirmed attendance (i.e. the RSVP number called in –
therefore, it is important that everyone RSVP). Of that amount
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Report from Bar Council
By Craig D. Johnston

What is the Virginia State Bar Council, and what does it do?

I find in discussions with members of the PWCBA that they are often unclear as to
how the State Bar functions, and indeed on exactly what the State Bar Council is and
what it does.

Attorneys in Virginia enjoy the privilege of self-governance. This is not true in many
state bars around the country. Our State Bar’s governing body is called the State Bar
Council, which is comprised of elected representatives from all the judicial circuits,
plus some at-large representatives appointed by the Supreme Court. The State Bar
Council meets three times a year to debate such things as disciplinary and ethics rules
changes (which originate in the Council but must be approved by the Supreme Court),
state bar dues, committee structure and function, and state bar policy.

Much of the State Bar’s work is done in committees. There are committees devoted to
Continuing Legal Education, Ethics, Unauthorized Practice of Law, Budget and
Audit, and Lawyer Discipline, to name but a few. These committees, like the Bar
Council itself, are staffed by volunteers from all over the state. I would encourage any
member who has an interest in a specialty area to join the State Bar’s committee in
that area. It is an excellent way to have input into that area, as well as to meet
colleagues with like interests.

Some of the Boards and Committees which will have vacancies in 2003-2004 include:

Clients’ Protection Fund Board
MCLE Board
Disciplinary Board
Judicial Nominations Committee
Virginia Law Foundation Board
CLE Committee

ANLIR, Judicial Independence

The most recent Bar Council meeting was dominated by discussion of the same topic
appearing in Lawyers Weekly and other legal publications: the apparent collapse of
ANLIR. The State Bar Council’s decision two years ago to drop ANLIR as the Bar’s
recommended agency looked good in hindsight, but this does not help the many
Virginia attorneys who remain insured through ANLIR. The recommendation of
those who spoke on the topic: If you haven’t done so already, get replacement
coverage, and be sure this coverage includes coverage for events prior to the policy
period, as there is no guarantee ANLIR will ever pay any claims.

Judicial independence is a topic of which we are reminded when it suddenly appears
endangered, as occurred during the recent General Assembly session, when a number
of judges were questioned on apparently political issues. A very good discussion of
the issues involved, and of where Virginia’s judicial selection and retention process
fits within quite varied methods used throughout the country, can be found in the Law
Library, where I have left several copies.

If any reader has a question or would like to serve on a committee, I will be happy to
investigate further. Please call me at 703-368-9196 or fax to 703-361-0092.
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Office Hours Prince
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Monday through Friday
Afternoons by Appointment
Telephone (703) 393-2306
Fax (703) 331-5683
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Executive Director, Prince William
County Bar Association at (703) 331-
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Prince William County Bar
Association, Inc., P.O. Box 31,
Manassas, VA  20108.  All
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publication.  Be sure to include a
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questions.

 “Letters to the Editor” may be
submitted for publication by members
in good standing of the PWC Bar, and
must not exceed 500 words in length.
“Letters” may be edited for clarity or
space conformity.  All submissions
must have a contact name and phone
number, and will include the author’s
name in the newsletter.

For inquiries regarding classified or
display advertising, contact the
PWCBA office at (703) 393-2306,
and request a copy of the most recent
rate card.

This newsletter is printed by
Battlefield Kwik Kopy

Correction from JDR Bench Board Meeting Minutes

Editors note:  The  following item appeared in the April newsletter as "Co-mingled"
custody and support orders.  We apologize for this error.  The correct item is
printed below.

 “Co-mingled” custody and VISITATION orders.  Judge Gluchowski asked the
Board to remind Bar members that only one order is necessary for custody and
VISITATION of a child, rather than separate orders for custody and VISITATION.
While an order should be submitted for each child in a case, one order can be
entered for each child addressing both custody and VISITATION.

Support orders should be filed separately.

PWCBF Meeting Summaries

March 20, 2003   By Kathleen Latham Farrell

Treasurer Craig Johnston reported on the status of deposits and monies collected
from the 2003 Silent Auction.

The Beat the Odds® banquet will receive $15,100 from the PWCBF.  This amount
could increase subject to the net cost of the banquet. There were three scholarship
donations--one from Friends of Ric Perez ($2100), one from Park West Lions Club
($2300) and one from Farrell & Croft, PC ($2500).  Scholarship recipients from the
2002 BTO banquet are in contact with foundation regarding disbursement of their
funds.  The contract for the Heritage Hunt Country Club for the 2003 banquet was
discussed, and accepted.  For the 2004 BTO banquet, the Foundation feels the
PWCBA should undertake responsibility for the banquet facility and food.

The Foundation is exploring the concept of establishing an endowment to provide
funding for future projects.

President Jan Roltsch-Anoll will appear before the Virginia Law Foundation
regarding a grant application for the 2003-2004 year.

April 17, 2003  By Jan Roltsch-Anoll

Treasurer Craig Johnston reported on all disbursements and contributions.

The Foundation approved the PWCBA grant application for funding of the 2003
"So You're 18" program.  The Foundation also anticipates the future expense of
reprinting the "You and Your Court Appointed Attorney" brochures and has
budgeted for that program in anticipation of a grant application from the Bar.

The amount of funding available for the Beat the Odds® 2003 has been increased
by $4900.00, with the amount of the increase to be put towards increasing the
amounts of the educational/vocational awards, making the total sum available for
the 2003 BTO program, $20,000.00.

Future funding vehicles were discussed, including endowments.

The next meeting of the PWCBF will be held on May 22, 2003 at 12:30 p.m.
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Community Outreach
By Kathleen Latham Farrell

“So, You’re 18” Project
Now Recruiting Volunteers for High School Presentations

The PWCBA's annual "So, You're 18" project is gearing up for the Law Day
presentations in area high schools.  The Community Outreach Committee is seeking
members to go into the area high schools to educate seniors on the laws that await
them as they turn 18.  We provide the volunteers with a suggested format for the
presentation, along with booklets published by the VSB to be distributed to the
students, and usually arrange for teams of two attorneys for each presentation.
Anyone interested in participating, please contact Katie at Kathy Farrell’s office
at (703) 335-9390 or by email at kfarrell@va-lawyers.com.  We will have a sign
up sheet available at the May luncheon meeting.

Pro bono Leadership Roundtable
By Rusty von Keller, IV

The First Annual Pro Bono Leadership Roundtable met at the Old Prince William
County Courthouse on March 27, 2003.  As Bar Members will recall, the purpose of
the Roundtable was to develop future pro bono projects for the Bar Association.  A
vigorous and innovative discussion occurred at the meeting as participants discussed
the pro bono needs for Prince William County, possible areas of expertise that local
firms could provide to the community, and how pro bono should be defined so that
the largest extent of our local Bar could participate.

Participants were welcomed by Judge Alan Becker of the Juvenile Court.  The
meeting was chaired by Sharon Pandak ( who conceived the event) and by Allen
Newcomb.  The judiciary was amply represented by Judges Rossie D. Alston, Jr.,
Herman A. Whisenant, Jr., William D. Hamblen, William Alan Becker, LeRoy F.
Millette, Jr., Wenda K. Travers and Lon E. Farris.

Scott Bailey, President-elect and Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney was in
attendance. Also in attendance was the Executive Director of Legal Services of
Northern Virginia, Chuck Greenfield.  Other attendees were Kristi Caturano from
Smith & Davenport; Carroll A. Weimer, Jr. from Wiemer & Boyce; Timothy T.
Szabo from Szabo, Zelnick & Erickson, P.C.; Catherine S. Croft and Kathleen
Latham Farrell of Farrell & Croft, P.C.; John D. Whittington from Curran &
Whittington, P.C.; Jay DuVon of Walsh Colucci Emrich Lubeley & Terpak P.C.;
Gene Steffen of Bowles, Wittenauer & Steffen, P.C., Cassandra Chin of Nichols,
Bergere, Zauzig & Sandler, P.C.,  Barbara Stough of Knight & Stough, P.C.,  and
Rusty von Keller of Arthur von Keller, IV & Elizabeth Munro von Keller, PLLC.

The next meeting of the Pro Bono Committee is scheduled for Wednesday, 30 April
2003 at 12:30 in the conference room at Prince William County Juvenile and
Domestic Relations District Court. The Bar in invited to attend.

Law Library
By Robert Davis

Lexis On-line training will be provided in the law library on an individual basis.
Training can also be provided in duos provided that both computers are available for
use.  The law librarian will assist with the training.  Afternoons after 2:00 p.m. Mon.-
Fri. are the best times for Robert to assist.  If afternoons are not convenient, check
with Robert to arrange a better time for training.  The phone number for the law
library is 703/792-6262.
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Request for Comments on Translation Service
By Daniel J. Morissette

The Supreme Court is or will be evaluating the effectiveness of the translation
services provided by its statewide contractor, Language Service Associates.  Although
this issue is not directly related to my capacity as Criminal Law Section Liaison to the
State Bar, as a Prince William Bar Board member with a large segment of my practice
in criminal law, in behalf of the Board, I am soliciting comments on the services from
those attorneys who have experience with the services of  the current translation
contractor.  I would anticipate forwarding a summary of these comments to the
Supreme Court for use in their evaluation, subject to approval of the Board and
membership.  It would be helpful for those submitting comments who also have
experience with the former system of in-person translators to compare the
effectiveness and other aspects of the two systems.

Please submit comments in writing to:

Daniel J. Morissette
9843 Business Way
Manassas, VA 20110-4152
or email:    dan.morissette@verizon.net

Bankruptcy Section Update
By Scott H. Donovan

Attorney Fees - Hard work down the drain?  I am frequently asked by non-bankruptcy
Attorneys, “How can a client run up my bill, and then discharge their debt to me in
bankruptcy?”  It seems impossible, but it is easy to do.  So, I recommend you look
closely at a potential client’s assets and ability to pay before you go out on the
financial limb for them.  The fact that your potential client owns a home with equity
with a spouse, is no help unless you have the spouse sign your retainer.  Tenants by
the Entirety Property cannot be touched if you only have one spouse on the retainer.
If you think you will fight in Bankruptcy Court to make the client pay, think again.
It’s an expensive and frequently unrewarding process.  Despite all the news coverage
regarding Bankruptcy Law modifications, essentially none have been enacted.  So,
even with a high income, it is still possible to discharge debts.  Depending upon a
person’s monthly debt service, annual incomes of up to $60,000.00 would not
necessarily be ruled out of receiving a discharge.  Domestic Relations Attorneys
should know that pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 523 a. (5), obligations to a spouse of
alimony, maintenance and support, whether by agreement or Court Decree are non-
dischargeable.  Even more crucial to the payment of your fees, obligations ancillary to
support, such as Attorney fees may not be discharged either, if they are found to be
“... in the nature of alimony, maintenance or support.”  What this means is subject to
debate depending on the facts and circumstances of each case, but I would
recommend inserting into your Agreements and Decrees language that expressly
states that the parties agree that all obligations are considered in the nature of
alimony, maintenance or support, and are therefore non-dischargeable in
bankruptcy;...and hope this works.  Good Luck collecting your fees!
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Classified Ads, Continued

Office Spaces Available:  •
Downtown Manassas • One block from
Courthouse • Ample free parking •
Individual offices available with or
without secretarial space • Plush
conference rooms • Reception area •
Large Kitchen • Utilities Included •
Call Mr. Driscoll at (703) 361-1164.

Office Space Available:  9305 Grant
Avenue, Manassas, VA  20110.  Share
Secretary, conference room, library,
copier and fax.  Norborne Beville,
(703) 361-7156.

Office Space Available:  Manassas
City, approximately 700 square feet,
reception area and two offices, fully
carpeted, separate entrance, security
system.  Call Robin at Dan Newland’s
office at (703) 330-0000.
Up Coming CLEs

Prince William County Bar Association

Anyone having a particular idea for a CLE they would like the PWCBA to sponsor
is encouraged to contact Cathy Croft by calling (703-335-9390) or e-mailing her at
(ccroft@va-lawyers.com) or faxing her at (703-335-0799).  New ideas and
presenters are always welcomed.

May 2, 2003, "Law Office Technology & Computer Forensics" CLE, FREE,
presented by John W. Simek, Vice President, Sensei Enterprises, Inc.,12:45 p.m, to
1:45 p.m, during our regularly scheduled luncheon meeting at Jake's Seafood
Restaurant, 1.0 MCLE pending.

May 16, 2003, "Adoptions:  Types and Procedures" CLE, presented by Bob Klima,
3:00 to 5:00 p.m., PWC Circuit courtroom #4, 2.0 MCLE pending.

Alexandria Bar Association

Please call (703) 548-1106 for more information.

May 21, 2003, "Retirement Issues In Family Law:  Ethics and Across the Board"
CLE , presented by Carolyn Grimes, Esq., and Seth Guggenheim of the VSB, 3:00-
6:00 p.m., location TBA, 3.0 MCLE including (1.0 Ethics)

Fairfax Bar Association

Please call (703) 246-2735 for more information.

May 28, 2003, "Domestic Relations Legislative Update and Other Issues" CLE,
presented by Richard J. Byrd, Esq., Peter M. Fitzner, Esq., Marc A. Astore, Esq.,
5:00-8:00 p.m., Fairfax Courthouse Cafeteria, 3.0 MCLE pending.

Classified Ads

Assistant County Attorney I wanted.  PCN# 992003.  $48,527.18 (MIN) -
$77,643.54 (MAX)Location - Woodbridge.  Minimum requirements:  Juris Doctor
from a College or University School of Law.  Membership in Virginia State Bar
required.  Familiarity with Prince William County courts and local government law
and/or child protective services preferred, but not required.  Excellent interpersonal,
analytical, organizational, speaking and writing skills desired. Open Until Filled.
For further information on the following position, view the County web site at
www.pwcgov.org or contact Cindy Bonner at 792-6622 (TTY (703) 792-6291).

Legal Collections Secretary needed by busy law office in Manassas, VA.  Must
have good organization skills, people skills, and ability to work accurately and
efficiently in fast paced environment.  Computer skills necessary.  Extensive client
contact.  Salary depends on experience.  Fax resume to (703) 368-9280.

Office Space Available:  Office space in Manassas. Beautifully decorated. One full
service office with receptionist. One two room office with outside entrance.  Call
Carol Hill at 703-330-5288.

Office Space Available: Fair Lakes - Two attorney offices in first class office
building. Includes use of conference room, reception area and kitchen. Secretarial
space, copier and fax available. Ample free parking. Easy access to I-66 and Fairfax
County Parkway. Available immediately. Ask for Ken or Elden at (703) 968-8000.
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2003 Annual Legislators Luncheon--Huge Success!!

Legislators pictured left-right:

The Honorable Charles J. Colgan
The Honorable Linda T. Puller
The Honorable James K O'Brien, Jr.
The Honorable Harry J. Parrish
The Honorable Robert G. Marshall
The Honorable Michele B. McQuigg
The Honorable L. Scott Lingamfelter



Prince William County Bar Association, Inc.
May General Membership Meeting

Special Program:  Law Office Technology & Computer
Forensics FREE CLE.

Presented by:  John W. Simek, Vice President, Sensei
Enterprises, Inc.

Friday, May 2, 2003
12:30 P.M. Lunch
12:45-1:45 P.M. CLE
Jake's Seafood, (formerly Hero's)
9412 Main Street
Old Town Manassas

See Registration Flyer in this newsletter.
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Upcoming Dates:

May 1, 2003, Law Day.

May 2, 2003, 12:30 p.m., General
Luncheon meeting at Hero's.  Program:
Law Office Technology/Computer
Forensics CLE.  See registration flyer
this newsletter.

May 10, deadline for submittals for the
June issue of Hear Ye! Hear Ye!

May 16, 2003, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.,
"Adoptions:  Types and Procedures"
CLE, Circuit Courtroom #4.  See
registration flyer this newsletter.

May 22, 2003, 12:30 p.m., PWCBF
meeting in the Circuit Court jury
assembly room.

May 26, 2003, all three courts closed in
observation of Memorial Day.

May 30, 2003, 7:30 a.m., PWCBA
board meeting at Ambrosia's Café.
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The Prince William County Bar Association

Presents

Law Office Technology &
Computer Forensics

A Continuing Legal Education Seminar

Friday, May 2, 2003
12:45 to 1:45 PM

During our regularly scheduled luncheon meeting
Jake's Seafood Restaurant, (formerly Hero's)

9412 Main Street
Manassas, VA  20110

The CLE is FREE.
Lunch Costs $7.00 for members and $13.00 for guests.

(Please note, new pricing policy in effect.)

Presented by:
John W. Simek, Vice President, Sensei Enterprises, Inc.

Topics to include:  Overview of software available for law office Case
management, Conflicts management and Account management/Trust

fund reconciliation plus a brief overview of
Computer forensics, Choosing computer experts, and Effective use of

Electronic Evidence in litigation.

MCLE approval is granted for 1.0 Credits for this presentation
______________________________________________________________________________
Please use the form below to pre-register for the Adoptions:  Law Office Technology/Computer Forensics CLE
5/16/03

ATTORNEY’S NAME:__________________________________________________________

FIRM:________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________

PHONE:__________________  FAX:____________________ EMAIL:___________________

Please return this registration form along to Alissa N. Hudson, Executive Director,  Prince William County Bar
Association, Inc.,  P.O. Box 31, Manassas, VA  20108. No payment is required for the CLE, however, you
must pre-register to ensure we have enough food and materials on hand, and you must pay for lunch.  If you are
making a late decision to attend, you may fax your reservation form to (703) 331-5683 by 5:00 PM 4/30/03. Of
course, we always plan for a few walk-in registrants, (faxed reservations received after 5:00 PM on 4/30/03 will
be considered walk-in registrations), but we can not guarantee the availability of materials. This form may be
photocopied.



The Prince William County Bar Association

Presents

Adoptions:  Types and Procedures
A Continuing Legal Education Seminar

Friday, May 16, 2003
3:00 to 5:00 PM

Circuit Courtroom #4
PWC Judicial Center

9311 Lee Avenue
Manassas, VA  20110

Advance Registration for CLE:  $35.00 PWCB Members; $45.00 Non-members
Walk in Registration for CLE:  $45.00 PWCB Members; $55.00 Non-members

Presented by:  Bob Klima

Topics to include:  Step parent adoptions, Agency adoptions,
Parental placement adoptions, Contested adoptions,

& International adoptions

MCLE approval is granted for 2.0 Credits for this presentation
______________________________________________________________________________
Please use the form below to pre-register for the Adoptions:  Types and Procedures CLE
5/16/03

ATTORNEY’S NAME:__________________________________________________________

FIRM:________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________

PHONE:__________________  FAX:____________________ EMAIL:___________________

Please return this registration form along with payment to Alissa N. Hudson, Executive Director,  Prince
William County Bar Association, Inc.,  P.O. Box 31, Manassas, VA  20108. If you are making a late decision to
attend, you may fax your reservation form to (703) 331-5683 by 5:00 PM 5/15/03. Of course, we always plan
for a few walk-in registrants, (faxed reservations received after 5:00 PM on 5/15/03 will be considered walk-in
registrations), but we can not guarantee the availability of materials. This form may be photocopied.
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